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Office  of  the  New  Yoke  and  Boston  Silver  Lead  Co., 
No.  22  William  Street, 

New  York,  April  1st,  18G5. 

The  Trustees  of  this  Company  present  the  annexed  Report 
of  the  Mining  Captain  as  best  illustrating  the  operations  of  the 
Company  for  the  past  year,  and  in  doing  so  would  remark, 
that  the  work  of  putting  in  working  order  and  repairing 
the  old  workings  under  ground,  and  the  engines  and  ma- 
chinery above  ground  met  more  obstacles  and  delays  than 
were  expected  at  the  outset. 

When  the  mine  was  fairly  drained  and  cleaned  out,  its 
condition  was  found  to  be  very  much  as  stated  by  Professor 
Silliman  in  his  report  last  spring. 

Considering  the  high  price  of  labor  during  the  past  year, 
the  amount  of  work  done  for  the  money  spent  is  quite  satis- 
factory. 

The  engines  and  machinery  are  all  in  fine  working  con- 
dition ;  the  mine  is  cpiite  extensively  opened  ;  the  vein  in 
the  old  mine  at  greatest  depth — forty  fathom  level — is  found 
a  wide  crevice,  yielding  masses  of  rich  Galena  ;  the  explor- 
ations have  been  extensive,  and  have  opened  up  a  large 
amount  of  promising  ground  heretofore  untouched. 

Considerable  ore  is  now  being  taken  out  and  dresssd  for 
market ;  it  is  hoped  that  regular  monthly  shipments  will  be 
made,  at  the  same  time  that  new  ground  is  opened  and 
made  ready  for  stopeing. 

The  accompanying  statement  of  the  Treasurer  will  exhibit 
a  good  financial  condition,  and  in  looking  over  the  whole  field 
of  operations  your  Trustees  feel  that  the  mine  presents  an 
encouraging  future. 
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The  mine  has  been,  and  now  is,  under  the  direct  superin- 
tendence of  Charles  M.  Wheatley,  Esq.,  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  experienced  mining  authorities  in  the 
country,  to  whom  the  Trustees '  feel  largely  indebted  for 
the  energy  and  intelligent  zeal  which  he  has  displayed  in 

putting  the  mine  in  its  present  forward  condition. 

...... 

HENRY  L.  PIERSON, 
JOHN  STEWARD, 
C.  M.  WHEATLEY. 
JAMES  H.  STEBBINS, 
JAMES  H.  BANKER, 
ALFRED  LOCKWOOD, 
II.  H.  BOODY, 
JOHN  BLOODGrOOD, 
EDWARD  ROWE, 


1 

■  ■■ 
■  ■ 

■ 
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Wheathy  Mines,  March  15th,  1865. 

To  the  President  of  the  New  York  and  Boston  Silver 
Lead  Compan}r. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  Report  of  our 
operations  here  during  the  past  year. 

You  are  well  aware,  sir,  that  in  resuscitating  an  old 
mine  which  has  been  idle  many  years,  much  time  is 
necessarily  consumed  in  the  work  of  preparation ;  a 
large  amount  of  surface  work,  and  more  or  less  general 
repairs  being  required  before  the  process  of  legitimate 
mining  can  be  undertaken.  Though  these  mines  have 
not  proved  an  exception  to  the  above  remark,  yet  it  is 
a  matter  for  congratulation,  I  think,  that  the  fair  con- 
dition of  the  Engines,  requiring  no  expensive  or  ex- 
tended repairs,  and  the  large  supply  of  mining  utensils 
which  the  Company  had  on  hand  at  the  start,  have 
enabled  us  within  the  first  year  to  restore  the  old 
workings,  and  to  accomplish  much  of  "  the  proposed 
new  work,"  and  also  to  open  considerable  new  ground. 
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THE  WHEATLEY  MINE. 

Our  operations  commenced  at  this  Mine  in  April, 
1864.  About  six  weeks  were  required  in  cleaning  and 
repairing  the  engine,  boilers,  &c.  This  being  done,  the 
engine  was  started  and  the  pumping  commenced. 
The  Mine  and  the  adjoining  shafts,  and  indeed  the 
country  generally,  which,  from  its  porous  nature,  is 
drained  by  it,  were  full  of  water.  We  soon  found  that 
the  engine  had  not  sufficient  power  to  fork  the  water  to 
the  ten  fathom  level.  It  was  then  decided  to  put  up 
the  "  Charlestown  Engine,"  at  a  convenient  point  be- 
tween the  Wheatley  and  Brookdale  Shafts,  and  to  throw 
Elat  Rods,  as  an  additional  pumping  power  to  the 
Wheatley  Mine,  and  also  where  it  would  be  most  avail- 
able for  hoisting  and  crushing.  Meanwhile  an  Adit 
was  driven  to  the  Mine  at  the  lowest  possible  point, 
entering  the  shaft  at  a  depth  of  forty-six  feet  eight 
inches  from  the  surface.  This  Adit  is  ninety-eight 
fathoms  four  feet  in  length,  and  occupied  two  months 
in  driving,  at  a  cost  of  eight  dollars  per  fathom.  When 
finished  the  engine  was  again  started,  and  the  Mine 
drained  readily  to  the  ten  fathom  level.  Here  we  dis- 
covered a  bad  break  in  the  old  Turf  Dam,  east  of  the 
shaft  which  had  been  formerly  built  to  keep  back  the 
water  from  the  eastern  portion  of  the  sett.  The  amount 
of  water  thus  discharged  upon  us  was  very  serious, 
and  threatened  eventually  to  flood  the  Mine  ;  it  was 
accordingly  determined  to  put  in  a  permanent  brick  and 
cement  dam  at  once  ;  this  was  accomplished  within  a  few 
days,  at  a  cost  of  about  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars.  The  water  was  immediately  rechiced  about 
one-half,  and  the  engine  relieved  to  that  extent.  The 
Wheatley  engine  at  once  carried  the  water  in  fork  to 
the  thirty  fathom  level,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  new 
engine  under  that  level,  we  arrived  without  further 


difficulty  to  the  forty  fathom  level, — the  bottom  of  the 
Mine. 

As  we  drained  the  different  levels,  I  put  miners  to 
work  cleaning  them  out,  and  timbering  them  where 
needed.  The  length  of  levels  thus  cleaned  and  tim- 
bered is  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  fathoms,  at  an 
average  cost  of  four  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
fathom.  The  different  Whim  Shafts  were  found  to  be 
in  a  very  ddapidated  condition,  they  having  run  to- 
gether, and  it  was  necessary  to  close  timber  them  for 
twenty  fathoms  below  the  surface.  We  have  opened 
sixty  fathoms  of  shafts,  at  a  cost  of  fifteen  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  fathom. 

The  Mine  being  thus  cleaned  out  and  brought  into 
good  working  condition,  I  examined  it  throughout,  and 
found  the  lode  from  one  to  three  feet  wide,  averaging 
about  two  feet.  The  lode  is  well  defined  and  regular. 
There  have  been  driven  on  the  course  of  the  lode,  in 
the  different  levels,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  fathoms 
and  two  feet,  at  a  cost  per  fathom  of  about  twelve 
dollars  ;  also  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  fathoms  and 
four  feet  of  cross-cuts,  including  main  Adit,  at  an  aver- 
age cost  of  nine  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
fathom.  Shafts  sunk  on  the  lode,  twenty-nine  fathoms, 
at  a  cost  of  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  fathom. 
The  amount  of  ground  stoped  on  the  course  of  the 
lode  and  branches  is  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
fathoms  and  two  feet,  at  a  cost  of  seven  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  fathom. 

The  average  yield  of  the  stopes  since  the  first  of 
January  has  been  about  five  hundred  pounds  of  dressed 
ore  per  fathom.  We  have  shipped  twenty-five  tons  of 
ore,  and  by  the  first  of  April  will  have  about  fourteen 
tons  of  Phosphate  of  Lead  ready  for  market.    I  estimate 
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that  we  now  have  on  the  surface  undressed  from  sixty- 
five  to  seventy  tons  of  ore.  In  addition  to  the  lead 
ore  on  the  surface,  we  have  about  twelve  tons  of  Zinc- 
Blende  undressed. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  surface  work  done 
since  we  commenced  operations  which  it  would  be 
tedious  to  give  in  detail,  such  as  costeaning  to  prove 
the  vein,  putting  up  horse-whims,  enlarging  ore-floors, 
repairing  buildings,  shops,  &c„  &c,  &c. 

FUTURE  OPERATIONS. 

I  recommend  to  your  Company  that  the  forty,  twenty 
and  shallow  levels  of  this  Mine  be  driven  west,  to 
prove  the  ground  between  the  Wheatley  and  Brook- 
dale  Mines,  which  is  yet  undeveloped,  but  will,  in  my 
opinion,  prove  productive.  The  lode  in  the  forty  end 
at  this  time  is  two  and  a  half  feet  wide,  yielding  good 
stones  of  Galena  Lead  and  Zinc.  While  this  piece  of 
ground  is  being  developed,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make 
regular  shipments  from  orey  ground  now  open  through- 
out the  Mine  We  are  now  preparing  to  put  up  new 
dressing-floors  and  crushers,  and  when  they  are  com- 
pleted shall  keep  the  two  dressing-floors  in  operation 
dressing  Lead  and  Zinc. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  the  "  Charlestown  Engine" 
a  Cornish  Beam,  Whim  and  Crusher,  was  taken  from 
Charlestown  and  put  up  at  this  Mine  last  summer. 
Erom  three  to  four  months  were  required  for  the 
digging  of  foundations  and  the  construction  of  the 
necessary  buildings,  engine-house,  boiler-house  and 
stack  bob-pits,  loading,  &c,  taking  down  and  putting 
up  engine,  erecting  flat  and  main  rods,  with  the  neces- 
sary bobs,  and  getting  all  things  ready  to  work.  This 
woik  was  all  completed  at  a  cost  of   about  eight 


thousand  three  hundred  dollars ;  which  will  more  fully 
appear  by  the  annexed  statement,  and  is,  you  will  per- 
ceive, within  the  estimated  expense. 

BROOK  DALE  MINE. 

We  have  not  yet  drained  this  Mine,  but  are  now  at 
work  upon  the  engine,  and  will  be  ready  to  pump  in 
about  two  weeks. 

Early  in  our  operations  we  commenced  explorations 
west  of  the  shaft,  and  have  driven  an  Adit  ninety-six 
fathoms  on  the  course  of  the  lode,  which  has  been  pro- 
ductive throughout.  This  end  is  now  being  driven  at 
six  dollars  per  fathom.  The  average  yield  of  ore  per 
fathom  for  the  whole  drivage  has  been  from  four 
hundred  to  five  hundred  pounds  of  dressed  Phosphate 
of  Lead. 

The  lode  in  the  end  is  now  two  feet  wide.  This  lode 
seems  to  improve  much  in  depth,  as  the  bottom  of  the 
adit  has  furnished  some  fine  stones  of  Galena  Lead, 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  piece  of 
ground  between  the  fourteen  fathom  level  of  this  mine 
and  our  present  workings  will  prove  very  productive, 
and  yield  much  more  abundantly.  I  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  engine  be  started  so  soon  as  ready,  and 
the  fourteen  and  twenty-six  fathom  levels  be  driven 
west  under  it.  While  this  is  being  done,  the  orey- 
ground  now  standing  in  the  back  of  the  fourteen  fathom 
level  can  be  stoped  out  to  advantage. 

We  have  hauled  up  twenty  fathoms  of  sixteen  inch 
pumps  from  the  Morris  Miue,  which  were  under  water, 
taken  down  the  shears,  and  taken  out  the  balance  bob: 
These  have  all  been  removed  to  the  Wheatley  Mine, 
and  will  prove  of  great  service  in  the  future  working  of 
the  Wheatley  and  Brookdale  Mines. 
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CHAELESTOWN  MINE. 

All  the  property  belonging  to  the  Company  at  this 
Mine  has  been  removed  to  the  Wheatley  Mine,  in- 
cluding engine,  office,  pumps,  capstan,  shears,  &c,  and 
is  being  turned  to  good  account. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  only  say,  that  I  think  our  pros- 
pects for  the  year  upon  which  we  are  about  entering 
are  very  encouraging. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  HARVEY. 

Captain. 


STATEMENT 


OF 

COST    OF  IMPEOVEMENTS, 

viz  : 

Building  Engine  House,  Boiler  House  and  Stack,  Bob  Pits  and  Bob, 
Erecting  Flat  Rods,  Removing  and  setting  up  Charlestown 
Engine,  with  necessary  Repairs,  &c. 

Digging  Foundations  and  Bob  Pits,   $467  81 

Building  Materials  : — 

1,516  Busk  Lime,  $458  60 

Stone,   40  00 

7,200  Brick,   63  60 

Lumber,   400  00 

Sundries,  (Nails,  &c.,)   60  00 

 $1,022  20 

Hauling  Stone,  Brick,  Sand,  &c,   990  05 

Mason  Work,   2,449  62 

Carpenter  Work,  (estimated,)   125  00 

Taking  down,  removing  and  putting  up 

Charlestown  Fngine,   1,050  50 

Bepairs  to  Engine,  Condenser,  &c,  ....     462  00 
Building  Bob  at  New  Engine  House, .  .  .     339  40 
Erecting  600  feet  of  Flat  Rods,  with  ap- 
purtenances  1,187  87 

•   8,094  45 

Contingencies,   200  00 

$8,294  45 
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